"ATTENTION"

This document is provided for
historical purposes only.

Documents contained in the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife Document &
Publication Archive may contain dated and/or
incorrect information. The WDFW Document
& Publication Archive is provided as a service

to those interested in the history of fish and
wildlife management in Washington State.
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As close as your own backyard

Hummingbird
Garden .

Hummingbirds, no bigger
than your thumb, are living
light beams. So energetic,
they must consume over 1/2
their body weight each day
in nectar and insects. In hu-
man terms, that means a
150 Ib. person would have
to eat 75 Ibs. of food daily.

A 300 sq.ft. (15' x 20') hummingbird garden, with over 100
plants representing 20 species was planted at the Bellevue
Lake Hills Greenbelt Park ranger station. The explosion of
color atiracts the tiny hummingbird to feed on nectar and
insects provided by this natural food source. Because hum
mingbirds are particufarly bold, their gardens may be placec
as close to your home as you like.

This pamphlet describes how we created
our hummingbird garden. It will show you
how you can create one loo...
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Making your own ---

HUMMINGBIRD GARDEN

Finding the right place...

: Evaluate your yard for sun, shade, and
| water availabifily for piants.

Determine where the garden and birds
would be visible and enjoyable to you.

Consider the birds® safety. Protect
them from hiting windows by closing
cuﬂams during the time of day when
windows reflect the outdoors, or hang wind-
s0cks or streamers oulside in front of the
glass. Protect birds from cats and weather by
locating the garden by a tree where they can
escape and perch, Taller floweiing plants
help them feed out of reach of cats.

Detarmine the garden's shaps.
Assymetrical and rounded comers are
maore nalural and can accomodale plant
shapes and neods.

Choosing the plants...

Start by becoming famifiar with piants hum-
mingbirds fke. They are most attracted to
red, orange, and tubuiar lowers. Some
spacies of flawars do not produce much
neclar and are therefore undesireable, so
stick ta those plants in hummingbird plant
lists (see helow). Plants that flower at a
height of 2 leet or more are satest and mosi
comioriable for the birds. Flowering shrubs
and vines are excelflent, but vines must ba
supported.

Select hummingbird plants that include

varying heights and flowering times.
Choosing plants that ffower ai differant
times gives the birds food throughout the
spring, summaer, and fall. It is good to have
at lsast one red-flowering plant in bloom all
the time. Obtain native plants whenever
possible. They are adapted io this aroa and
require lass maittenance. 1t also helps
maintain the character of the Pacific Norih-
wast.

Planning the garden...

[ Begin by drawing up what is called a

-1 ‘bubble diagram” (see bolow). Place
the planis according ta sun/shade require-
ments and height. Layer the plants to make
all flowers visible and availahia Io the
hummingbirds. Put tall growing plants toward
the back or around the sides, then cascade
down lo the shortest plants in front.  Arrange
each spacies in larga clumps to make them
more conspicuous to the birds; overlap is
fine. Don't be afraid to be boid in size and
color. Intersperse early flowering species
with later flowsting species throughout the
farden to avoid tlowerlass spots.

Outline the boundarias of the garden

with a gardan fiose. You can move the
hose inte any shape and it will provide a
sturdy barrier as you dig. Spade and till the
soil adding compost or fortifizer.

-, |With diagram in hand, outline all the

-+ |“bubbles” on the lilled ground with
ime (purchased at any ganden store) lo
show whare the different plants wilf go.
Before planting, place the plants in their
containers {# you are not planting with seed)
where they belong in the garden. Step back
and see if you want 1o change anything.

Now you're ready to plant!

Be sure to treat with root conditioner to avoit
shock to plants. Provide lots of water for
Your parden during the first year to gat the
plants establishad.

Give the birds ime to discover your garden.
It may aven take a year. You may coax
them in with a feedar wrapped in red, or
hang brightly colored ribbons or windsocks
nearby.

Bubble Diagram {Numbers in diagram comespond to numbers in plant kst
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Plant List AP Timing Exp. Cornments
1 Honeysuckle p EmlE NATIVE
{Lonicera oifiosa) ! Shrub w/ runners
2 Scarlet runner pole beans A |m Produces edible
(Phaseolus cocuinaus) F:PSlveans for_people
3 Red-flowering currant
{Ribes sanguinaum) E F.P SIHA TiVE
4 Fuchsda E,M .
(Fuchsia hybrida) A L PS |Hanging basket
5 Foxglove Bl |m A OK far shady
{Digitalis purpurea) #reas
6 Delptyrmum
(Delphinium alatum) i b F.PS
7 Phiox
{Phlox caniculata) P M F.PS|Talerates shade
8 Lupine P {m |a
{Lupings sp.)
g{f:baﬁa ctmﬁs) P ML 1A g?(d I:::":g::ie
0 gt [p [ur |4 [oood for shady
11 False dragonhead P ™ F PS Mora for butter-
(Physosleqgia virginiana) ' _lies than h-birds
1 Z{PI;IIchgy h.lchs;a A E. M, Ps
5a Sp.
1 3 Columbine A. formosa js a
(Aquilagia formosa) P E FS |naTIVE
{A. canadensis} Good for shade
T 4 Coral bels ] E F.PS
(Houchera sanguinea) Good for shada
15 Balloon flower P ML |A
{Platycodon grandifforus)
16 Scarlet penskemon [ M F
{Penstemon barbalus)
17 Penstamon cola P E, F NATIVE
(P fruc!fca,.;g‘c ) M Must have sun,
?P' serrulalss) good drainage.
1 Br;Humrlingbird!amma' P M,LI(F :ame a3 above.
auschnena latifolia) ocolts travel.
19 Wild stirawberry -] F,pg|Used for ground
{Fragariz sp.) cover
20 Swoot Wikam P M p
{Dianthus barbatus)

AP A=Amnual, P=Perenmal,

{late spring/earty summer, M=Middle {summer), L=Late (fate summer/carly
fally; Exp. {light exposure) F=full sun, PS=partial sun/shade, A=all conditions.

Bi-Bienniat; Timing (fowering tme) E=Early

pat
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Stairs

vine mapke  Vine maple

Rackery

KEY TO LAYERS {PLANT HEIGHTS)

O upper 51 +) G2 Middie (2 4n) @ Lower (5in. 21t)

'Some words of caution...

Avoid herbicides and inseclicides:
Hummingbirds may be affacted by poison
in the nectar or sat poisoned insects. For
alternatives contact: Bio-integral Re-
source Center, P.0. Box 7414, Barkeley,
CA (415) 524-5467. They have two
publications: "Common Sanse Pesl
Conlrol Quarterly" and “Integratad Pest
Management Practitioner™; or call Elisabeth
C. Miller Library at the Canter for Urban
Horticuiture, University of Washinglon,
Seatile, WA (206} 543-8616. Hours are
M-F 9:00-5.00.

Hummingbird feeders: Do hot use
honey or artificial sweetenors, Be sure o
boif the sugar solutions and clean feeders
\f\r&qusnﬂy with boiling waier.




Thanks to:

University of Washington students Dotlie Spaeth, Sharon Torrance, Nancy Tucker, and
Dirk Wascher, and to Sally Schauman, Chair, Department of Landscape Architeclture, for
contributing a major portion of the garden design and for lending assistance during its instal-
lation.

The approximately 25 people who volunteered their time, tools, and experiise to creale the
Urban Wildlife Project Hummingbird Garden.

MsK Rare Plant Nursery, Seattle WA and Wesl Passage Nursery, Oilala WA donated
the native plants; Marenakes Rock Center, Issaquah WA contributed the rocks for the
native penstemon rockery.

Special thanks to Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI), Bellavue, which adopled tha Urban
Wildlife Project as a communily service, coordinaling volunteer recruitment and training for
the Hummingbird Garden workday. AE] people also volunteered as workers.,

Tha Washingion Depanmem of Wildife will provide equeal opportunities to all | ial anmd yoas without regard to Tace,
creed, color, sex, sexval orientation, religion, age, marital status, national origin, dsablly of Vienam Era Vateran's staius.

The departmen recsives Federal Aid for hsn and wikil#a restoration. The department is subject to Tida V1 of tha Civil Rights Act of 1964
and Sectian 504 of the Rehabilitation Ad of 1973, which prohibils discrimination on 1he basis of race, color, nationat orign or handicap. ¥
¥ou beliave you have bean discriminated against in any depanmen peogram, aumly D iauliy or # you want furthar informmation about Tele
V! or Section 504, write to: Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Dep of Interior, Was| D.C, 20040, or Washingien Department of
Wikilfn, B0O N. Capital Way, Clympia, WA 88504

For More Information
write 10;
Washington Department of Wildlife
Urban Wildlite Project

16018 Mill Creek Blvd.
Mill Creek, WA 98012
OT visit
Lake Hills Greenbelt Park ranger
station at:
15416 SE 16th
Bellevue, WA
{hetween Phantom Lake and Larson
Lake)




